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INSTRUCTIONS
•

Be sure you have written your name at the top of this page.

•

Do not open this booklet until the exam starts.

•

The order of the exam papers is: PART A Listening,
PART B Reading & Usage, PART C Writing.

•

Time allowed for all three parts: 90 minutes
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•

As you listen to the recording, mark your answers in this booklet.

•

Answer all the questions. Give only one answer for each question.

•

After the end of the recording, you will have 3 minutes to transfer your answers
onto your Answer Sheet. Mark them in 2H or HB pencil.

LISTENING EXERCISE 1: Numbers 1 to 7

COLLECTING FOG
Match a picture to each title.
Write its letter, A to F, in spaces 1 to 5. You will use only five of the letters.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

___
___
___
___
___

Mukesha’s part of South Africa
Fog collecting in nature
How scientists got the idea for fog collecting
What they use to make fog collectors
Fog collecting in Mukesha’s village

A

B

C

D

E

F

Decide whether these statements are true or not.
Write A for True or B for False in the space beside each number.
6. ____ The nets collect enough water for everyone in the village.
7. ____ Today, many cities also collect fog.

[Type
text]
LAAS
DECEMBER 2011

A2 LISTENING

PAGE 2

LISTENING EXERCISE 2: Numbers 8 to 15

ARE HATS COMING BACK?
Choose the correct phrase or photo to complete each statement.
Circle its letter, A, B or C.
8. Lili says that, in the past, ___ .
A. only women wore hats
B. people wore hats more than now
C. she was not allowed to wear a hat
9. Fred remembers that ___ .
A. it was impolite for men to wear hats indoors
B. his mother hit him if he took off his hat
C. men only wore hats in the house
10. Lili says hats went out of fashion because ___ .
A. casual clothing became more popular
B. people wore big hats in restaurants
C. some people wore hats with jeans
A
11. Some people wear a hat to ___ .
A. bring hats back into fashion
B. please their bosses
C. protect themselves
12. Lili agrees that English women like to wear hats ___ .
A. on trips to Africa or America
B. to certain special events
C. when they’re buying horses

B

13. Of the three photos, ___ shows Prince William’s grandmother.
A.
B.
C.
14. Of the three photos, ___ shows someone who doesn’t like
wearing traditional fashion.
A.
B.
C.
15. Lili says she ___ .
A. will be pleased when hats are in fashion again
B. hopes people continue to avoid wearing hats
C. thinks hats tell us very little about the people wearing them

C
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READING & USAGE (50 points)

•

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this part of the test.

•

You may mark your answers on this booklet while you are working on them.

•

Answer all the questions. Give only one answer for each question.

•

When you have finished, mark your answers on your Answer Sheet using a 2H or HB pencil.

READING & USAGE EXERCISE 1: Numbers 16 to 25
Read these texts about donkeys on Santorini.
Then do the exercises on page 4.

ANN’S TRAVEL BLOG
What did I enjoy most on our summer holiday? It has to be when my three grandsons and I rode the
donkeys up the hill on Santorini. Now you’d think, since I had ridden horses for years – I even
owned my own horse for about 15 years – that I’d be an expert at managing a donkey. But, let me
tell you, I was no better than my youngest grandson!
Donkeys do what they want most of the time. Yes, they do get to the top of the hill, much later. But
on the way, they stop, stand and go to the side. They also back up – but never when you want them
to. Then they all take off in a group, trying to get us tourists off their backs. What fun!
Once they get to the top of the hill, the donkeys get a nice drink of water and then they’re sent back
down the hill, without riders. This means the donkeys going up the hill have to go over to one side,
so they have another opportunity to hit their riders against the wall. This may be how donkeys have
fun. I don’t know, but I know we enjoyed it. We laughed all the way up the hill.
I’ve heard that some animal lovers think the donkeys have a hard life. Well, these on Santorini seem
to have it easier than the ones that have to carry really heavy things, like wood and water barrels
and even fridges. I’ve never seen a donkey that had a nice shiny coat, but these seemed fat and
healthy. Their feet were in good condition and they didn’t have any other problems. After all, their
owner’s business depends on them, and if they’re not in good condition, he’ll lose money.

Sheila’s Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir,
I am writing to say how angry I am about the difficult working conditions and lack of care
experienced by donkeys in tourist areas. I was recently on Santorini, and I walked up the long
road to the top of the hill. I can tell you I was very, very tired when I reached the top, and I
wasn’t carrying anything heavier than my handbag.
The poor donkeys, on the other hand, go up and down that hill many times each day. Each trip
up they have to carry some heavy tourist who’s too lazy to walk. It’s a terrible life, and all they
get for their work is a drink of water.
I think this business should be stopped immediately. Donkeys deserve a nice life in an open
field. They should not have to carry heavy tourists up mountains all day. That’s what we have
taxis for!
Sheila Primbaker
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Choose the correct word or phrase to complete each sentence.
Mark its letter, A, B or C, on your Answer Sheet.
16. Ann was surprised that riding a donkey was so ____ .
A. difficult
B. simple
C. boring
17. When Ann says donkeys “do what they want”, she means ____ .
A. she didn’t try to tell her donkey where to go
B. she was surprised how well they behaved
C. they don’t do what the riders want them to
18. Ann said their weight and condition showed the Santorini donkeys ____ .
A. did not get good care
B. were generally healthy
C. needed to work less
Choose the correct photo to answer each question.
Mark its letter, A, B, C or D, on your Answer Sheet.
19. Which photo shows Ann paying for her donkey on Santorini?
20. Which one is a photo of Sheila and her way of getting around Santorini?
A

B

C

D

Decide which woman mentions each idea.
Mark your answer on your Answer Sheet.
Mark A if only Ann mentions it, B if only Sheila does or C if both women mention it.
21. Some donkeys have a hard life.
22. Tourist donkeys on Santorini can be difficult to ride.
23. Santorini donkeys get a drink at the end of each trip.
24. Donkeys should not have to carry people.
25. Santorini donkeys seemed to be in good health.
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READING & USAGE EXERCISE 2: Numbers 26 to 35
Read this text about about a man who loves trees.
Choose the correct word or phrase to fill each gap.
Mark its letter, A, B or C, on your Answer Sheet.

HE BURNS TREES TO SAVE THEM!
Every day in the summer, Peter Hickey burns a tree – not the __(26)__ tree, of course, just a
tiny spot. Then he cuts off the burned area and __(27)__ his finger in. He does this to show
tourists __(28)__ the spot is a bit warm, but not hot, and that Giant Sequoia trees are very,
very difficult to burn. That’s why they live __(29)__ long.
Hickey lives in a small town in California, USA. It’s about 50 miles from Sequoia National
Park, where the law protects __(30)__ trees. Sequoias, a type of pine tree, are the __(31)__
trees in the world. They can grow as tall __(32)__ a 26-storey building. One famous tree is so
big that a tunnel for a path was cut __(33)__ the bottom. Sequoias are also among the
oldest trees. Since 1890, people have not been
allowed __(34)__ them down.
Each day, Hickey gets from 25 to 50 tourists at
his talks. He teaches them about the trees and
why we __(35)__ protect them. His aim is to
help everyone learn to love the Giant Sequoias
and all of nature.
From the Sierra Club, Green Life newsletter

26. A. all

B. final

C. whole

27. A. sticks

B. sticking

C. stuck

28. A. that

B. this

C. who

29. A. too

B. so

C. such

30. A. which

B. these

C. them

31. A. big

B. bigger

C. biggest

32. A. as

B. than

C. from

33. A. around

B. over

C. through

34. A. cut

B. to cut

C. cutting

35. A. should

B. shouldn’t

C. must not
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READING & USAGE EXERCISE 3: Numbers 36 to 40

WHICH SPORT WILL THEO DO?
Match one of Theo’s replies from the box with each thing Dan says on the left.
Mark its letter, A to F, on your Answer Sheet. You will use only five of the letters.
Dan: So, have you decided which sport to do?
Theo: __(36)__

A. So have I. But you need a bike, and I
don’t have one.

Dan: And you don’t like football and basketball.
Theo: __(37)__

B. I’m not very good at them, and you
have to be good to join a team.

Dan: What about gymnastics, then?

C. No, not yet. It’s really hard to decide.

Theo: __(38)__
Dan: Have you thought of playing golf?

D. No, that’s much too expensive for me.
I’d have to buy a set of clubs.

Theo: __(39)__

E. Yes, several of my friends go to gyms.

Dan: I’ve heard mountain biking is fun.
Theo: __(40)__
Dan: I think you’d better join a walking club!

F. Well, I think I’d rather do something
outdoors.

READING & USAGE EXERCISE 4: Numbers 41 to 45

HOW TO MAKE CIDER
Put the parts of the article in the correct order.
Mark the letter of each part, A to G, on your Answer Sheet.
You will use only five of the letters. The first one is done for you.
EX. Part 1 ___
The answer is A. Cider is sold in bottles at the supermarket. ...
Cider is apple juice that has been kept for a few days, until it has bubbles like
a fizzy drink. It’s a popular winter drink in areas where apple trees grow.

EX. Part 1

A

A. Cider is sold in bottles at the supermarket. However, people also make their
own. Here’s how to do it:

41. Part 2

B. Press the packet to get the juice and put it into clean bottles or a barrel.

42. Part 3

C. Then, cut up the apples into tiny pieces to make a thick soup. Wrap this ‘soup’
in a clean, old sheet to make a packet.

43. Part 4
44. Part 5

D. Wait another month and it will have some alcohol in it. That’s called ‘hard’ cider
and some adults like to drink it instead of beer or wine.

45. Part 6

E. Don’t use too many apples, as you will have to make the cider in the kitchen.
F. Select good apples that don’t have bad spots and wash them well. You can
leave the skin on, but cut out the centre with the seeds.
G. Wait about 3 or 4 days for ‘sweet’ cider. This tastes a lot like apple juice, but
has a few bubbles in it.
If you don’t drink all the cider, it will turn to vinegar and you can use it in
cooking or on salads.
Full article at http://nchfp.uga.edu/publications/uga/makingapplecider_uga.pdf
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READING & USAGE EXERCISE 5: Numbers 46 to 50
Match a paragraph from the museum information sheet with each photo.
Mark its letter, A to F, on your Answer Sheet. You will use only five of the letters.

A VISIT TO THE ‘NEW’
ACROPOLIS MUSEUM
THINGS YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS!

46.

47.

48.

A. The top floor of the Museum is the same size and shape as the
Parthenon. There are no columns, but a 160-metre line of 115
marble rectangles is placed exactly as it was on the four inside
walls of the Parthenon. These pieces, each about a metre high,
show the activities at the great festival in honour of Athena.
B. As you enter the museum, you go up a glass walkway and, after
that, some steps. This is similar to the way ancient Greeks walked
up to the Parthenon. The glass floor is a modern idea. It lets
visitors see the digging areas in the earth below, where many of
the things in the museum were found.
C. Another small group of very large statues are columns with flat
tops. They once held the roof of a building on the Acropolis. As
you walk toward them from behind, you’ll notice that the details
of each woman’s clothing and hair style are different. When you
walk round in front of them, you’ll find their faces and dresses are
nearly worn away. The building they held protected their backs
from the weather.
D. Larger statues were given by very wealthy people to honour great
men, such as Alexander. The Archaic Gallery is full of such large
statues, more than 50 of them. Most of these are made of marble.
You’ll feel a bit strange when you walk among them. You may turn
to speak to your friends and find you’re talking to a statue!

49.

50.

E. Near the entrance, beside the way up to the first floor, are the
café and a gift shop. The gift shop has calendars, books, pictures
to frame, and CDs. There are also caps and other pieces of
clothing. Of course, everyone buys a few postcards with pictures
of the galleries to send home to friends.
F. Along the sides of the walkway you can see shelves with little
statues that people took to the Acropolis. They left these as gifts
for the gods, especially for the goddess Athena, for whom the
Parthenon was built. Some of these were made of ceramic, but
the better ones were metal, shaped like animals and people.
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WRITING (25 points)

•

You are advised to spend about 30 minutes on this part of the test.

•

You may use a blank sheet of paper as a draft.

•

Write your task in the space provided on the back of your Answer Sheet in blue or black pen.

You have ONE writing task to do. Choose either Topic A or Topic B.
Write your task in about 120 words on your Answer Sheet.

TOPIC A:

Some people travel in the holidays. Some stay at home and enjoy parties and go to the
theatre with family and friends. What do YOU plan to do during the winter break?
Write an email to a friend about your winter holiday plans.
Be sure to say:
• whether you’re going to travel or stay at home
• what you’re looking forward to
• what you’re not sure you’ll enjoy

TOPIC B:

Do you know about a famous person in history? Did he or she do something good or
something bad? Do you admire the person or dislike them?
Write a description of a famous person in history.
Be sure to say:
• who the person was and when they lived
• what they did
• why you like or dislike the person

